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into importance. Mahmud of Gasna, himself a Turk, had im-
prudently transplanted a colony of them into Khorasan, and
they defeated his son and successor, and took possession of his
Persian dominions. Togrul, their king, annihilated the dynasty
of the Buyides, and rescued the Khalif Kaim from the tyranny
of his enemies. Attached to the Sonnite yiew of Islam, the
Turks repressed the followers of Ali, and ultimately established
what is considered the orthodox: faith in the capital of the
Eastern empire. Since the decline of the Khalifat, the Roman
Emperors had recovered their territory as far as Antioch and
Armenia; but Alp Arslan, the nephew and successor of To-
grul, conquered both that country and Georgia, and dictated,
as the terms of peace, to the Emperor Homanus Diogenes, who
had been taken prisoner, a ransom and an annual tribute. The
Khalif conferred upon his son and successor, Malek Shah,
his own peculiar title, Commander of the Faithful; and his
sovereignty was more extensive than that of the most power-
ful of those lords paramount themselves, for his name was
inscribed on the coins and inserted in the prayer of the Tartar
kingdom of Kashgar, beyond their dominions. As supreme
head of his family and nation, he had placed his brethren
upon dependent thrones. The five sons of a prince of the
same house of Seljuk, who had fallen in a battle against Alp
Ajslan, were eager to revenge his death upon his son; but
while the armies were expecting the signal to engage, the
Khalif condescended to interpose his mediation. " Instead of
shedding the blood of your brethren, both by birth and faith,
unite your forces in an holy war against the Greeks, the
enemies of God and his Apostle." The Sultan acquiescing,
embraced his rebellious kinsmen; and the eldest, Solhnan,
accepted the royal standard, which authorized his hereditary
government of whatever provinces he could sever from the
Roman empire. Accompanied by his four brothers, he crossed
the Euphrates, and settled in Asia Minor; and this was the
heaviest blow sustained by Christianity since the conquests of
the early Khalifs. By the propagation of Islam, Soliman
earned the title of Gazi ((J^)3 Champion of the Faith; and he
chose for the capital of his kingdom of Roum, Nice, the seat of